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board of directors
Jolie
inthavong

Jodi
Green

Stephen
lutvak

president

secretary

treasurer

Jolie is a media artist who currently
works in film and television
production. She is also a freelance
graphic designer & illustrator. Jolie
graduated from the University of
Windsor’s Visual Art & Art History
Program in 2007. Jolie grew up on a
small farm in Ontario, and after
moving to Windsor she fell in love with
the city of Detroit and never left.

Jude
Abu Zaineh

Jodi Green is a printmaker and art
educator based in Windsor, ON. In
2015 she established Levigator Press, a
print and book arts studio offering
public access to professional
printmaking facilities and classes in
print processes and fine bookbinding.
She received a MFA in printmaking
from the Lamar Dodd School of Art at
the University of Georgia.

karen
mcclellan

Stephen Lutvak, CPA and CA is a
Chartered Accountant and is
accredited in Health Services
Management. Lutvak has years of
experience working in finance,
teaching, and business. He has
managed his own accounting firm in
Windsor since 1997. He has taught
accounting courses in Toronto,
Missisauga and in Windsor. He’s active on the boards of local charitable
organizations, to which he dedicates
much of his time and energy.

frank
incitti
Abu Zaineh is a PalestinianCanadian artist and art advocate
based in Windsor, ON. Her current
practice explores the use of
biotechnology to express culture
and belonging through metaphorical
language embedded in science and
social studies. Abu Zaineh is pursuing
her Master of Fine Arts (MFA) at the
University of Windsor.

david
hanna

David Hanna is an accredited member
of MAATO, is certified in Architectural
Technology, Education, and holds an
Ontario Teacher’s Certificate. Hanna
studied fine arts at the Detroit School
of Architecture, and Urban Historical
Geography at the Univesity of
Toronto. David has worked freelance
for architects, and has taught with the
Toronto School Board. Hanna has
extensive experience sitting on
boards of various non-profits,
museums, and organizations.

Karen is an orchestral cellist and
teacher who plays with the Windsor
Symphony and duo Front Row Cello
with rock guitarist Ted Lamont. Karen
is the Windsor / SW Ontario Coordinator of Learning Through the Arts
(LTTA), a program that partners artist
educators in Dance, Drama, Visual Arts
and Music with classroom teachers to
help teach Math, Science, Language
and more.

sarah
morris

Sarah Morris works as the Labour
Market Information Communicator for
Workforce WindsorEssex. Sarah is a
graduate of the University of Windsor’s
English Literature and Creative Writing
program. Her professional background
is based in media and non-profit. She
is active in the community, serving
on the Boards of Directors for Brain
Injury Association of Windsor & Essex
County, Bike Windsor Essex, and the
Arts Council Windsor & Region.

Frank Incitti is a staff accountant at a
tool and mold company in Windsor. He
is also a former entrepreneur who was
part owner of businesses in Walkerville
and the downtown core. He is currently
completing his BBA-ACCT (December
2017) from the University of Nipissing.
He has been a director at the ACWR for
3 years.

sue
cole

Sue is a visual artist with a fine art
degree from the University of Ottawa.
Her work ranges from edgy
installations to homey woven textiles.
She has been an ACWR Director for
two years and enjoys working on the
Member’s Show Committee. She
currently resides in Old Walkerville
with her husband and teenaged son.
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Firstly, I would like to thank all the staff, board, partners, volunteers, and our students that
have worked with us over the past year. The have each shown their strengths and dedication
to the cultural landscape in our region. I very honoured to be working on this territory, in this
community.
Over that past year, I have been able to get to know our community. We live in the 4th most
diverse city in Canada. Two reserves are within our region: Caldwell Nation and Bkejwanong
First Nation. We have some of the most affordable costs of living in North America. We are
located on an international border. All of these are incredible advantages to being an artist
living in Windsor. We truly have an opportunity to become a creative city and to stand out
nationally. Other cities with similar demographics have been able to do this. There are four
points that I think are important to achieving this goal:
1. The cultural and creative communities need to work together on strategic partnerships to
advocate and to share resources and to provide excellent programming that is unique the
landscape of our region.
2. To engage the community and continue to build awareness about the services and
programs of the ACWR.
3. Programming by artists for artists: actively listening to the membership on what they want
to have happen and to understand what other organizations like us are doing across the
country.
4. The support of our members is vital to our success.
How are we doing? Last year we set a goal to refurbish the space and as you might know that
we raised nearly $8000 through the Lowe’s Heroes program. This is the largest single
corporate donation in recent memory. We also received a contribution from WFCU
credit union towards our FREE SPACE: self directed residency to pay CARFAC union fees. Our
overall donations have increased in this fiscal year. We have more than doubled our likes and
follows on twitter and instagram and have an overall strong presence online. We have
continued to provide professional development opportunities that address the needs of
artists living in this region. We have had amazing engagement and feedback from the events
that we have developed with our community partners. We have been in consultation with our
funders to discuss how we are doing and they have been very positive. We hope to see
another increase of at least 5% to our operating.

Gallery Manager & Membership Coordinator

Director of Public Programs & Advocacy

staff reports

2017 has been a year of changes for the Arts Council Windsor - Region and we’re thrilled
to see our membership become of increased merit and value to the community we serve as
a result. The ACWR has always served as advocate for our members, but this year we took
steps to maximize the value of the ACWR membership through increased benefits, more
deals/discounts, and ArtSpeak Gallery improvements.
-Increased Member BenefitsThis year we began formally offering grant consultation to ACWR members as free, 1 hour
sessions. We advise on funds from the Ontario Arts Council, Canada Council for the Arts, and
the City of Windsor’s Arts, Culture & Heritage Fund. We have also increased opportunities for
professional development by increasing the number of workshops offered to members and
the public.
-More deals/discountsWe’ve worked with new community partners to bring our members new deals and discounts
that increase their accessibility to the arts in Windsor Essex. Some examples include
discounted performance tickets with Ghost Light Players, discounted custom framing at Nancy Johns Gallery & Framing, and access to events for free at Common Ground Art
Gallery. More deals and discounts will be added throughout the year, and members can reap
the benefits using their membership card!
-ArtSpeak Gallery ImprovementsThe ACWR was fortunate to receive the support of the Lowe’s Heroes program which
fundraised for and renovated our own ArtSpeak Gallery. Our gallery walls were replaced, our
lighting upgraded, and our floor refinished. The renovation improved the overall
professionalism of the space for visual art display, and also improved it as a resource for
multi-disciplinary arts uses. ArtSpeak is a rental space available for book launches, poetry
readings, workshops, meetings, intimate music performances, and weekly showcases local
artwork. We’re proud to offer a professional setting that is accessible to artists of all
disciplines.
In the past 4 years that I have worked for the ACWR, I’ve seen the organization grow
exponentially in its capacity to make an impact on the artists of Windsor Essex, in the past
year most especially. Most significantly, we have worked hard to develop relationships and
strong partnerships with other organizations in the region. Partnerships that grow into
programs that honour the ACWR’s mandate while also breaking ground into new territory for
the ACWR.

Our continued goal is to be an effective resource for artists and arts organizations in our
region. I look forward to working with all of you on mutually beneficial initiatives.

I’m looking forward to continuing work with Julie, our volunteers and the Board of Directors
over the next year, in effort to bring about new opportunities, increased support, and
meaningful advocacy for the artists we serve in this region.

Julie Tucker
Director of Public Programs & Advocacy

Laura Service
Gallery Manager / Membership Coordinator
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A Message from the Board
We have been busy. So very busy.
The past year of change and uncertainty for the world and I am glad to report that 2017 has been
quite the opposite for us as the Arts Council Windsor & Region transitioned and blossomed under
new leadership.
The year has seen marked vigor in the fostering and cultivation of partnerships both existing and
new within the Windsor and Essex County region. We are first and foremost a centre that provides
advocacy and services to the artists of Windsor and Essex County --no matter what their discipline
may be, and while we’ve been up to a lot, I’d like to take this opportunity to regale you with some
highlights from the past year!
Our Free Space Residency program was introduced about a year ago, and while it only offered two
opportunities, we were able to offer space for two Canadian artists to practise in our community.
While the initial fanfare for the program was quiet and the numbers may seem ineffectual, it’s
important to note that occurrences such as these in our geographic region are rare. It has been one
of our missions to provide space to practise professionally as and thankfully it was well received by
the community that we service. We were able to place a practising East Coast Canadian artist in
Windsor --and she lives here now! Finally, I’m excited to announce that in our second year we’ve
been able to award two newcomer artists in our residency program and I eagerly await their cultural
perspective and artistic offerings!
Another initiative of the board this year is fundraising and like many non-profit organizations we
depend on the goodwill of our community and membership. This year our goal of renovating the
Artspeak Gallery space was realized through the generous support of the Lowe’s Heroes program.
We were able to raise over $7,000. So the next time someone asked you if you’d like to donate a
dollar to a local arts organization, say yes, because the walls and floors look top notch!
Finally, I would like to show my appreciation to the Staff of the Arts Council, they may only be three
women, but they are three of the most important women in our arts service world. To Julie Tucker,
Laura Service, and Kaitlyn Briden. This community has stretched you and tested your limits, on behalf of the Board and our members, I thank you for your undying support, unwavering initiative, and
unwillingness to quit.

2017 accomplishments

Promotion

ARTS NOTES
958 subscribers // Sponsored 8 times in 2016/17 year end
INFORMATION/ACTIVITY BOOTHS
Provided information on the arts in Windsor / Essex at the
following events:
Art by the River (Amherstburg), Arts @ the Marina
(Leamington), Walkerville Buskerfest (Windsor),
Open Streets Windsor
SIGNAGE
New on-street signage sandwich board and covered awning.
SOCIAL MEDIA
We have succeeded in getting more people aware of the ACWR since last year’s AGM.
*collected December 2016 and December 2017

Instagram Followers: 447 to 887
Twitter followers: 2,249 to 2,394
Facebook Likes: 1,517 to 1,732 with 1,673 followers

Advocacy
IN THE NEWS
CBC: “Windsor women work to correct Wikipedia's gender imbalance”
Our Windsor: “Teen artists donate festival earnings to Arts Council Windsor & Region”

As always, Arts Council Windsor & Region is extremely grateful to every single one of our members,
supporters and our funders - the OAC, Classic and Paradise Bingo, City of Windsor, and Lowe’s.

Windsor Star: “Arts council selects three for new community residency program”

2018. Are you here yet?

CBC: “Trick or Treaty:' Film on 'dishonest' Indigenous treaty makes Windsor premiere”
CBC: “Award-winning short films by Indigenous youth to be showcased at University of
Windsor”

Jolie Inthavong
On behalf of the Arts Council Windsor - Region Board of Directors

Windsorite: “Windsor community gallery get a donation from Lowe’s Heroes program”
Windsor Star: “Windsor spends less than most Canadian cities on arts and culture”
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MEDIA CITY FILM FESTIVAL
Co-presented the Festival. Highlights included rarely screened 16mm films of Yoko Ono
and Ephraim Asili’s Fluid Frontiers shot in Windsor and Detroit.
MEMBERSHIPS
The ACWR are active members of Artist-Run Centres & Collectives of Ontario, CARFAC Ontario, and hold various reciprocal memberships with local and regional non-profits.
CANADIAN ARTISTS’
REPRESENTATION/LE FRONT DES
ARTISTES CANADIENS
Has the artist been paid? We continue to pay and
advocate for partners to use the the CARFAC fee schedule.
MUSIC WINDSOR-ESSEX ADVISORY COUNCIL (WEMAC)
Joined WEMAC, managed by the Windsor-Essex Economic Development
Corporation and participated in developing 3 events to benefit the music
ecology in our region.
#GIVINGTUESDAYCA
In our second year of participating, we have started a civic campaign and a partner page.
Giving Tuesday signals the beginning of the giving season.
ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
Each September we bring a different officer from the OAC to our region. Our Director has
participated on a jury and has met with other Art Service Organizations from across the
province.

Support

ART. WORK WORKSHOPS
Art. Work. Workshops are at the core of programming it is an opportunity for artists and local
entrepreneurs to share their knowledge for the benefit of artists living in the region. We have
presented 16 workshops and/or creative learning opportunities in 2017. We have partnered
with Windsor Music Essex, Canadian Network of Arts & Learning, Vanguard Youth Arts
Collective, SoCA - University of Windsor, Hackforge and Leddy Library.

DEATH AND LIFE OF TOM THOMSON
In partnership with Sho: Art spirit in performance, the ACWR was successful in receiving a
$9,000 Ontario 150 grant towards the production and tour of “Death and Life of Tom
Thomson” throughout Ontario along with a performance at the Art Gallery of Windsor.
RESOURCE LIBRARY
We are continuing to add Canadian Art and Border Crossings to our in-ffice resource library,
along with other books, catalogues and templates. Members can sign out materials for
FREE.
VOLUNTEERS
Over 500 volunteer hours completed at the ACWR in 2017 between co-op students, interns,
volunteers, and board members.
WALKERVILLE BUSKERFEST
Charity partners, hosted busker themed exhibition and served as an artist hub during the
festival.
WAPIKONI: CINEMA ON WHEELS
In partnership with Can-Am Indian Friendship Centre, Turtle Island Education centre
presented (over 60+ in attendance).
WIKIPEDIA-EDIT-ATHON
In partnership with Hackforge, SoCA created a Art+Feminism we created a file of women
artists, and collectively added to Wikipedia. #artandfeminism #noweditingaf
WINDSOR POETRY SLAM
ArtSpeak serves as an occaisional rehearsal space for the group. The ACWR has provided
support with their grant acquisitions.

FREE SPACE: SELF-DIRECTED RESIDENCY & NEIGHBOURHOOD FREE SPACE
In 2016-17, 5 artists have participated. 4 out of 5 of them were youth. We have received very
positive feedback from the participants. The artist talk that took place in June had an attendance of nearly 40 people. For the 2017-2018 edition, we have received the most applications
to date.
GRANT CONSULTATION
Over the past two years the ACWR has consulted members on over 10 successful grant
6 applications to the City of Windsor’s Arts, Culture & Heritage Fund.
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Partnerships

FEATURED NEW PROGRAMS

LOWE’S HEROES
We raised nearly $8000.000 towards the refurbishment of ArtSpeak Gallery. This is the largest
donation to the ACWR in recent memory.
WFCU
Recipient of Community Fund which supported FREE SPACE in $800.00 towards artist fees
WORKING WITH THE ENVIRONMENT
Receive $1500 from Unifor Local 200 totalling $1000 in 4 student awards, including the
people’s choice award that is hosted on our website. This project is a partnership with the
school boards in our region.
WIDE AWAKE FILM FESTIVAL
Arts Council Windsor & Region, the Aboriginal Education Centre at the University of Windsor,
and the NFB will host a total of 5 screenings from October 2017 to March 2018
DAY WITHOUT ART
We partnered with Artcite, and the AIDS Committee of Windsor to present simultaneous
projections for the Faces of HIV campaign.

FREE SPACE - SELF DIRECTED RESIDENCY
Launched in 2016, Free Space is a self-directed residency program that offers workspace to an artist
at no cost. This project was realized in both on and offsite locations and worked with community
partners, Hackforge and one ten park: a working studio.
Participating artists: Stephanie Yee, Sasha Opeiko, Bela Varga, Alex Berriault, Laura Horne-Gaul.
This program will continue in 2018 and the participating artists will be announced soon.
Hackforge, Arts Council Windsor & Region and the University of Windsor present

wikipedia edit-a-thon
march 11th 11am - 5pm

Hackforge (255 Ouelette Ave. Windsor)

Thank you!
The ACWR’s successes are the result of support, commitment and enthusiasm of the
community. We would like to thank the Ontario Arts Council, City of Windsor, HRSDC Canada
Summer Jobs, along with our sponsors and donors. We would like to thank the Board of
Directors, who have been very helpful in their leadership and guidance, and our volunteers for
their energy, creativity, caring and dedication. We further acknowledge and thank our
members, partners and the arts and cultural community for their continued support as
stakeholders.
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PRE-EVENT
Research as Activism: A Wikipedia and Research Primer
with Scott Cowan and Mita Williams
March 2nd @ 11am - 12pm
Leddy Library, University of Windsor

For more information visit: acwr.net | 519-252-2787 | info@acwr.net

ART + FEMINISM
Wikipedia Edit-a-thon
A new annual initiative for
Windsor, this event aims to
educate
participants on how to edit
wikipedia for the purpose
of adding and editing posts
about female artists. This
program addresses the lack of
female representation in the
arts on Wikipedia.

WIDE AWAKE: Indigenous Film
Screening Series
In partnership with the
Aboriginal Education Centre and
the University of Windsor, the
ACWR launched
AABIZIINGWASHI
(WIDEAWAKE): NFB
INDIGENOUS CINEMA ON
TOUR in October 2017.
Screenings will be held monthly
until March 2018.
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VOLUNTEER THANK YOU
During the course of 2017, the Arts Council of Windsor & Region has seen a great number of
dedicated volunteers generously donate their time to support our programs, daily services,
and events. Volunteers are an integral part of the ACWR, and much of the success we have
had over the past year could not have been achieved without the support of these generous
community members.
The Arts Council of Windsor & Region would like to extend a big thank-you to the following
individuals who donated their time to the organization in the year of 2017...
Abigail Schnekenberger
Al-Haddad Family
Alexandra Lockley
Amy Thomson
Andrea Mercier
Ashley Van Wyck
Barry Dai
Damindra Liyanage
David Hanna
Derrick Biso
Frank Incitti

Gaurav Kumar
Hrista Stefanova
Jessica Steinhoff
Jodi Green
Jolie Inthavong
Jude Abu-Zaineh
Karen McClellan
Kyle Lemmon
Lauren Reaume
Lina Chaker
Lisa Oversby

Maria Jose
Mariana Mastrorocco
Mariette Jones
Martin Stevens
Nina Blagic
Piera Rock
Robert Rupert
Sarah Morris
Sue Cole
Tida Kheav

DONOR & SPONSOR THANK YOU
The Arts Council Windsor & Region is supported through grants, donations and support from
our membership. Every contribution makes an impact on the services we offer the community.
We extend our deepest thanks to those who have supported us this past year, and we
encourage everyone to consider adding their names to the list of ACWR supporters.
2016/2017 Donors
Frank Brewing Co.
Lowe’s Canada (Provincial Rd.)
Tarts Festival
Waddell Trust
Wayne Tousignant
Walkerville Buskerfest
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2016/17 Sponsors
AM 800 Hear + Now
Windsor Essex Small Business Centre
The City of Windsor
Unifor 200
Windsorite.ca
Windsor Essex Economic Development Corporation
Windsor Jewish Community Centre

ACWR Partners
Deals & Discounts with your ACWR Membership!
ART GALIA
12055 Tecumseh Rd E | Tecumseh, ON
http://artgalia.com
15% off custom framing,10% off art
supplies and art classes

TALOOLA CAFE
390 Devonshire Rd | Windsor ON
http://www.taloolacafe.com/
Free select beverage with with purchase over $5

THE GIBSON GALLERY
140 Richmond Street | Amherstburg, ON
http://gibsonartgallery.com
10% off Artisan Shoppe sales

SYMCHYSHYN PHOTOGRAPHIC
http://www.symchyshyn.com/
15% off studio quotes (portraits, studio work etc.)

INTUNE MUSIC
934 Ottawa St | Windsor, ON
http://intunewindsor.com/
25% off first month’s group classes

NANCY JOHNS GALLERY & FRAMING
4755 Wyandotte St. E | Windsor, ON
https://www.nancyjohns.com/
15% off custom framing

WINDSOR JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE
1641 Ouelette Ave. | Windsor, ON
http://jewishwindsor.org/
Member’s Rates on all activities and rental
LEVIGATOR PRESS
1984 Wyandotte St. E | Windsor, ON
http://levigatorpress.ca/
15% off all classes
LEAMINGTON ARTS CENTRE
72 Talbot St W, Leamington, ON
SEAA/LAC Member’s Rates on group
shows
MIRROR WORLD PUBLISHING
http://www.mirrorworldpublishing.com/
15% off online sales with code:
MWPARTS
SHO: ART, SPIRIT & PERFORMANCE
628 Monmouth Rd, Unit #6 | Windsor ON
http://www.sho-studios.com/
$5 off events

COMMON GROUND GALLERY
3277 Sandwich Street | Windsor, ON
Free entrance to all events, free button at the door
GHOSTLIGHT PLAYERS
http://theatrewithoutfear.com/
$5 off theatre ticket prices at the door
ORGANZATIONAL MEMBERS
Canadian Arts Productions
École secondaire l’Essor
Essex District High School
F.J. Brennan Catholic High School
MMA Architect Inc.
Multicultural Council of Windsor Essex
Royal Canadian College of Organists
The Arts & Cultural Alliance of Windsor Essex
The Arts Society of Kingsville
The Gourmet Imporium
Walkerville Collegiate Institute
Windsor Community Choir
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